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Making Connections to the Future with Naviance
To create an account:
1. Enter your personal
registration code in the
New User box (contact
student services if you
don’t have your code).
2. Follow the on-screen
instructions.
Note: Your student will
have their own username
and password.

Student Services Team
Nora Germain ............................Counselor
Grade 9, A-Lar; grade 10-12, A-I

Paul Hurlbutt............................ Counselor
Grade 9, Law-Z; grade 10-12, J-Z
Sue Raymond............................... Secretary
We are pleased to bring you the first of
four Firebird Features courtesy of the
student services department at JCB High
School. Our purpose is to help you
stay abreast of happenings in regards
to colleges, scholarship opportunities,
deadlines, college visits/open houses,
career development and anything else
deemed of interest. In addition to these
bi-monthly printings we encourage you
to use the Phoenix website anytime.
Visit www.phoenixcsd.org and search
for the student services page for updates.
As always feel free to contact us via
email ngermain@phoenixcsd.org or
phurlbutt@phoenixcsd.org. We look
forward to working together to assure a
great experience throughout high school!

Naviance is a college and career readiness
platform that helps connect academic
achievement to post-secondary goals. It is a
service that we now use in our high school
counseling office to track and analyze data
about college and career plans and it provides
up-to-date information that’s specific to our
school.
Family Connection is a comprehensive
website that you and your student can use
to make plans about colleges and careers.
Family Connection is linked with Naviance,
Family Connection allows your student to:
• Get involved in the planning and advising
process – Build a resume, complete online
surveys, and manage timelines and deadlines
for making decisions about colleges and
careers
• Research colleges – Compare GPA,
standardized test scores, and other statistics

to actual historical data from our school
for students who have applied and been
admitted in the past
• Research careers – Research hundreds of
careers and career clusters, and take career
assessments
• Create plans for the future – Create goals
and to-dos, and complete tasks assigned by
the school to better prepare your student for
future college and career goals.
Family Connection also lets us share
information with you and your student
about upcoming meetings and events,
local scholarship opportunities, and other
resources for college and career information.
Visit our school’s Family Connection site:
Middle School:
connection.naviance.com/ejdms
High School:
connection.naviance.com/jcbhs

Making the Most
of Your Education
Even if your career path is unclear,
the data show: more education leads
to better prospects for earnings
and employment! According to
data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS), earnings increase
and unemployment decreases as
educational attainment rises.
Graphic by Dennis Vilorio,
“Education matters,” Career Outlook,
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, March
2016.

Attention Seniors
Remember to keep your counselor up-to-date regarding
all college applications/acceptances. It is important that we
continue to monitor your post-secondary plans. Be sure to
add all college apps to your Naviance account under “My
Colleges” for your transcripts/letters of recommendation to be
uploaded and sent electronically to your schools.
If you are using the common app, be sure to have matched
your common app account with Naviance.

Supporting Students with Response
to Intervention Model
JCB High School is now supporting students academically with
a Response to Intervention (RTI) Model. RTI is a multi-tiered
approach, enabling teachers to work with students who require
additional assistance in meeting grade-level or skill expectations. JCB
is offering RTI courses within the areas of ELA, Math, Science, and
Social Studies.
Multiple measures are used to determine a
student’s eligibility for RTI supports. Screening
data, course grades, Regents scores, attendance
rates, etc., are some of the factors considered
when placing a student into an RTI course. The
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) is the
screening tool administered across the district
and is one of many measures that were used
to determine your student’s eligibility for RTI
support.

Colleges continue to contact our office regarding your
senior year academic performance. College acceptances are
contingent upon maintaining previous levels of performance,
so continue to work hard throughout the remainder of the
year!

These courses maintain a small teacher-tostudent ratio and are designed to meet student’s individual learning
needs. The focus in the RTI course may vary, depending on the level
of skill demonstrated. However, all RTI courses are structured to
improve student’s skills. Throughout the RTI course, students will be
reevaluated to determine whether or not they need to remain in the
course, or if they have met the expectation and no longer need support
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Financial Aid Information
On Oct. 1, the application for FAFSA (Free Application for Federal
Student Aid) opened. The FAFSA will require IRS tax information
from two years prior (2016). We encourage all families to create a FSA
ID, needed to “sign” and submit the FAFSA.
In addition, there is a “FAFSA4caster’,” a calculator that gives an early
estimate of eligibility for federal student aid. Check it out at fafsa.
ed.gov.
Most private institutions will require the CSS Profile (e.g. Ithaca
College, Syracuse University, University of Rochester). This profile
should be completed early if a student is applying early decision/early
action or meeting a priority deadline. It may be accessed at cssprofile.
collegeboard.org.
Dollars for Scholars applications are available online, starting Jan. 1.
Other local scholarships will be available after Feb. 1.
Check out other scholarships at fastweb.com (a leading online resource
in finding scholarships to help you pay for school).

SAT & ACT Exam Information
Test Date

Test

Registration
Deadline

Late
Registration
Deadline
Fee Required

Dec. 2, 2017

SAT &
Subject Tests

Nov. 2, 2017

Nov. 14, 2017

Dec. 9, 2017

ACT

Nov. 3, 2017

Nov. 17, 2017

Feb. 10, 2018

ACT

Jan. 5, 2018

Jan. 19, 2018

Mar. 10, 2018 SAT &
Subject Tests

Feb. 9, 2018

Feb. 20, 2018

Apr.14, 2018

ACT

Mar. 9, 2018

Mar. 23, 2018

May 5, 2018

SAT &
Subject Tests

Apr. 6, 2018

Apr. 17, 2018

June 2, 2018

SAT &
Subject Tests

May 3, 2018

May 15, 2018

June 9, 2018

ACT

May 4, 2018

May 18, 2018

*online registration is available at www.collegeboard.org & www.act.org

NOTE: Phoenix High
School is NOT a test
center site.

Parent Nights Set for January
Starting in January, JCB Principal Thomas Bailer and the counselors
will be holding four parent nights
in the HS auditorium. Topics to be
discussed include: scheduling for the
2018-19 school year, academic credits
and graduation requirements, and
the importance of daily attendance.
Parents will also have an opportunity
to ask any questions!
We encourage parents/students to
attend these informative sessions.

Be sure to check the
date of the exam, as test
center sites vary as to
which dates they offer the test. The following local school districts
offer these exams: APW, Central Square, CNS, Fulton, Liverpool,
Mexico and Oswego.
• If you qualify for free/reduced lunch, you may be eligible for a fee
waiver. Contact your Counselor for more info.
• Be sure to put the Phoenix High School CEEB Code: 334510 on
your registration form so that we receive your scores to place on
your high school transcript.
• If you currently receive test modifications, please contact your
Counselor.
• Be sure to bring your own CALCULATOR to the test center site!
• There is a small break during the exam—feel free to bring a snack/
drink.
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Myth Busters! Debunking Common Myths and Providing Clarity
MYTH: I should participate in as many extra-curricular activities as possible.
Rather than try everything, pick a few clubs or sports that you enjoy and work to maintain an
active role throughout your high school years.
MYTH: A high GPA and strong test scores are the only things that really matter in a college
admissions decision.
College admissions committees are looking for well-rounded students who can bring diverse
experiences into the classroom. Showcasing leadership qualities, participation in extracurricular
or volunteer activities and interest in hobbies can be just as important to your overall application
as strong grades.

Excelsior Scholarship Application Available Now
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s landmark Excelsior Scholarship is now
available for students entering college this spring.
This first-of-its-kind program provides free tuition to New York State
students whose families earn up to $100,000 annually, to attend a
SUNY or CUNY two-year or four-year college. Phased in over three

years, the program will be available to families earning up to $110,000
for the 2018-19 academic year and reaching $125,000 per year for the
2019-20 academic year.
Spring 2018 semester applications are being accepted from Oct. 30
through Dec. 4, 2017.

A Focus on Health
We in student services are passionate about the
overall health and well-being of our students. We
would like to share articles and tips that provide
insight in how to maintain social, emotional
and physical health. Here are a couple items we
would like to highlight for this issue.
4 Reasons to Prioritize Laughter
Humor isn’t just nice to have; it’s a need to
have. Humor makes us happier, healthier, more

resilient, more successful and improves our
relationships with others. Read more at: lhs.
getsh101.com/4-reasons-to-prioritize-laughter
Feeling the pressure to be perfect? 4 ways to Push
Back
The desire to be perfect can cause stress and
anxiety! This article helps students realize
that perfection should not be a goal and how
perfectionism can hinder our mental health: lhs.
getsh101.com/perfection-pressure-push-back

Upcoming Events
Thanksgiving Recess....Nov. 22-24
15-wk MP ends.................. Dec. 15
Christmas Break......Dec. 25-Jan. 1
Regents Week................. Jan. 22-25
10th grade Parent Night.... Jan. 23,
6-7pm
11th Grade Parent Night....Jan. 23,
7-8pm
8th Grade Parent Night......Jan. 25,
6-7pm

Apply for the 2018 STEM Incentive Program

9th Grade Parent Night......Jan. 25,
7-8pm

Are you a senior planning to pursue a STEM
degree at a SUNY or CUNY college next fall?

“Help a Teacher Day”..........Jan 25,
9am-2:30pm at MAM

Students in the top 10 percent of their graduating
class may be eligible for a NYS Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

Vision Statement

(STEM) Incentive Program.
The STEM application for
the class of 2018 is now
available at hesc.ny.gov/
STEM.

20-week MP ends.................Jan. 26

The Phoenix Central School District is dedicated to educating students to develop desired moral, ethical, and cultural values, to stimulate and expand a continual
learning process and to cultivate an understanding and appreciation of the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, which will enable them to function
effectively as independent individuals in a democratic society.

